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In a cosy hollow in the trunk of an oak tree,
Anele the squirrel lived with her mother.

Just above Anele’s home,
Mpumi and the Woodpecker family had
pecked out a space for their nest.



Anele and Mpumi loved acorns.

They liked eating them, playing with them,

sharing them, saving them . . .

.. . but they’d never tried

them.

« "N
’

announced Anele as they sipped
their tea in the morning sun,
“today, I want this little acorn to grow
into a BIG oak tree.
Just like the one we live in.”



Then she looked down, down, down to the ground.
The grass and flowers were very far away.

“It might take more than today to grow a big
oak tree, Anele,” Mpumi said thoughtfully.
“It might take a very time.”



But Anele wasn’t listening.

She scooped up the acorn, scampered down
the tree trunk and started digging
as fast as she could.



Mpumi swooped down after her friend
as Anele carefully placed the acorn
into the ground.

Together they covered it with soil,
watered it generously
and stood back to watch it grow.



Two minutes.

Still nothing.

One minute passed.

Nothing happened.



Anele was frustrated.
“Maybe it’s in the wrong place?”

Three minutes.

Nothing.



said the rock Anele was sitting on.

But it wasn’t a rock.

It was Old Mr Tortoise,
who had stopped for a snooze.



“Your acorn needs
to grow stro-o-ong roots,”
he explained.

“Then it will become
a bi-i-i-ig oak tree -
just like the one
you live in.”



“But how long will that take?”
Anele asked impatiently.

“...avery, very, very long time,”
whispered Mpumi.



“Little by little,
it will gr-o-o-o-w.
Not today.
But one day.”



And do you know what?

it did.
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Anele and her best friend, Mpumi,
want their acorn to grow
into a big oak tree.

They discover that with time
and patience their acorn will grow.
Not today, but one day.
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